[Cholangioscopy after successful treatment of complicated choledocholithiasis. Is stone free really stone free?].
After successful percutaneous or endoscopic therapy of complicated choledocholithiasis (requiring more than one therapeutic intervention or lithotripsy), radiological visualization of the bile duct is the standard to determine if any stone fragments are left. It is unknown how often stone fragments, which might be the cause for another period of symptomatic choledocholithiasis, are missed. We performed cholangioscopy in 31 consecutive patients (age 42 - 85; 14 male, 17 female) with complicated choledocholithiasis after successful therapy when there were no stone fragments left radiographically. Cholangioscopy revealed retained stone fragments in four female patients. Two of these had a benign stricture of the common bile duct. Cholangioscopy after successful endoscopic or percutaneous therapy of complicated choledocholithiasis seems to be useful, because in bile ducts radiographically free of stones, cholangioscopy detects stone fragments in some patients. Further studies are needed to demonstrate if cholangioscopy can reduce the rate of symptomatic relapse after treatment of complicated choledocholithiasis.